Who we are
The
Papers
of
Abraham
Lincoln
is
revolutionizing the study of our nation’s greatest
president and his era. Breathtaking in scope and
meticulous in process, this long-term documentary
editing project is locating, digitizing, transcribing,
annotating, and publishing as many as 150,000
documents written by or to Abraham Lincoln. We
have already discovered numerous previously
unknown documents in Lincoln’s hand and the
incoming correspondence from politicians and
ordinary citizens has never before been accumulated.

Abraham
Lincoln
Presidential
Library,
Springfield,
Ill.

The project is publishing full-color document
images, authoritative transcriptions, and
annotations online, free of charge, in three series:
Series I: Legal Papers—documents from Lincoln’s
quarter-century legal career. Available now:
www.lawpracticeofabrahamlincoln.org
Series II: Illinois Papers—correspondence and all
other non-legal documents prior to Lincoln’s
inauguration as President in March 1861.
Series III: Presidential Papers—correspondence
and other records from Lincoln’s presidency.
A sophisticated search engine will enable full-text
searching of all transcriptions and annotations,
giving researchers unprecedented understanding of
the lives of Lincoln and his correspondents.

Abraham Lincoln to Ulysses S. Grant, April 2, 1865.
Courtesy of The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum, Springfield, Ill.

“The Papers of Abraham Lincoln promises to bring to
light unknown documents related to our 16th president
and will be welcomed by all those interested in his
career and the Civil War era.” Eric Foner, DeWitt
Clinton Professor of History, Columbia University.

The Papers of Abraham Lincoln is a project of the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency and the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum. We
are co-sponsored by the Center for State
Policy and Leadership at the University
of Illinois, Springfield and the Abraham
Lincoln Association.

What we do
Abraham Lincoln
to Salmon P.
Chase, March 26,
1861.
Courtesy of the
National Archives and
Records
Administration,
Washington D.C.

How you can help
Find Lincoln
We are always searching for new Lincoln documents
and appreciate any information regarding their
location. If you know of a Lincoln document,
especially one in private hands, please contact us.

Project editors are conducting an exhaustive search
for Lincoln documents. Currently, a team of editors
works at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.,
to locate all Lincoln documents in the Federal
government’s massive holdings. To date, the project
has acquired digital images from 550 repositories
and private collectors, including collections in 47
states and countries such as Australia and Japan.
As documents are located and digitized, researchers
in Springfield guide each document through a
careful editorial process.
Along with compiling a vast comprehensive digital
database, the project maintains The Lincoln Log
(www.thelincolnlog.org), an online record of
Lincoln’s life day-by day. In addition, the project
produces selective print editions. The first of these,
The Papers of Abraham Lincoln: Legal Documents
and Cases, was published in 2008 and was warmly
received by critics and researchers.

Fund Lincoln
The Papers of Abraham Lincoln relies on a
combination of federal, state, and private
support. However, further donations from
people like you are critical so we can
continue our efforts to uncover new
documents and preserve Lincoln’s legacy.
These are tax deductible and can be for any
amount. $100 donations will receive a 4GB
Abraham Lincoln flash drive, pictured left.

Online Resources
www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org
To donate: bit.ly/LfVOrt
The Lincoln Log: www.thelincolnlog.org
Lincoln Legal Papers (Series I):
www.lawpracticeofabrahamlincoln.org

Editors at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.

For more information or to make a donation, please
contact us . . .
By Phone:
(217) 785-9130
By Email:
dstowell@papersofabrahamlincoln.org
By Mail:
Daniel W. Stowell, Director
The Papers of Abraham Lincoln
112 North Sixth Street
Springfield, IL, 62701-1507

